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Song Spotting

“Once they landed on an artist, [the Director, Tina Landau] would pitch them with a short
description of where the song fit in the show, the dialogue around the scene and a few pages of
lyric prompts, such as ideas for the hook or song structure.” (Broadway News)

15 different artists wrote original songs for the SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS the Broadway
musical. Like these SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS’ composers, you can try your hand (or at least
your imagination) at choosing a song to match a specific scene’s setting, mood, and musical style.

STEP 1:
Read below a short excerpt of a scene from SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS the musical:

SPONGEBOB

It doesn’t have to be like this. We might only have seven minutes left, but we could make them the
best seven minutes ever.

MRS. PUFF

How? The town is in ruins?

SQUIDWARD

| told you, SpongeBob: the world’s a horrible place filled with fear, suffering and despair. You
didn’t believe me.

SPONGEBOB

I still don’t. Just look at the sun. It’s still shining. Look at the kelp. It’s still...kelp-y. Look at us.
We still have each other.

STEP 2:
Read below a few lyrics (words) taken from the song that follows the scene
excerpted above:

JUST SIX MORE MINUTES LEFT ..THERE’S JUST ONE THING TO DO
WE’VE DONE ALL WE COULD DO MAKE THIS THE BEST DAY EVER
AND WHATEVER HAPPENS NEXT WITH ALL OF YOU

I’M GLAD I’M HERE WITH YOU

Based on the above excerpts of the scene and song, in your opinion, what kind of song is well-
suited to the scene/lyric’s setting, mood, and style? How would you want to create (or compose)
the song to best match the scene?

To help determine possible matches for each category, circle a choice that you feel best matches
the short scene and lyrics.

Category 1: Setting Category 2: Mood Category 3: Style

Choice 1: a dry desert Choice 1: romantic (love) Choice 1: ballad (slow)
Choice 2: a beautiful beach Choice 2: hopeful (brave) Choice 2: up-tempo (fast)
Choice 3: a shipwreck Choice 3: fearful (scared) Choice 3: comedic (funny)

STEP 3: When you go see SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS the Broadway musical, note if your choices
for each category (setting, mood, style) are similar to or different from the musical’s actual song!

TEACHER TIP: This activity uses excerpts from SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS’ Act 2, Scene 13:
Bikini Bottom. Song: “The Best Day Ever”



https://broadway.news/2017/11/30/spongebob-squarepants-created-rap-pop-gospel-score/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/features/inside-spongebob-musicals-rock-soundtrack-bowie-and-more-w512793




SOAK [T UP!

(Extension activity suitable for ages 8 and older)

What is YOUR “Best Day Ever”?

SpongeBob starts every day in Bikini Bottom in his beloved pineapple
under the sea. Write a short paragraph about YOUR “Best Day Ever”

in the pineapple located on p. 32. Then make your pineapple your own -
color it, cut it out, and hang it up!

Teacher Tips:
« Make a “Positivity Pineapple Chain” by stringing your students’ pineapples
together and hanging it up in your classroom!

» Make a “Best Day Ever Binder” of your students’ pineapples to remind your
students of the power of POSITIVITY!

e Take some time one morning a week for a “Best Day Ever” Sharing Circle.

e Students can share happy news with each other and create the habit of

» celebrating positivity!
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SOAK [T UP!

(Extension activity suitable for ages 8 and older)

Be a Model Citizen!

¢ In groups of 3-4, brainstorm possible ways a good citizen might respond to the following
scenarios:

O

o

(e]

You’re at the grocery store and someone drops his wallet.

During an assembly a student with a broken leg enters, but there are no more seats
available in the auditorium.

As you are leaving school, you see two students starting to fight outside.

The teacher is called out of the classroom when you’re taking a test, and while she is
gone one of the students begins to call out the answers.

Out on the playground, you notice another student damaging school property.

¢ Next, in your groups, choose one of the scenarios above and create a short skit acting out the
situation as well as two possible reactions a person might have: 1) an example of what a good
citizen might do, and 2) an example of what a bad citizen might do.

* Present your skits to the class and allow the other students to guess which version was the
example of a good citizen and which was the example of a bad citizen.

e After all the groups have presented, brainstorm a list of qualities of a good citizen as well as
ways that you can be model citizens in your own community.
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FOR TEACHERS: Pre-Show Lesson

A 60-min. exploration of the characters and themes of SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS
designed to enhance the participants’ experience of viewing the musical.

Suitable for 6-12t grade students
Materials Needed:

e Two glasses

* A bucket of water

* Two sponges

e 5-7 copies of the Character Handout (1 for each group of 3 students)

Get it started:

The Principles of Positivity: This opening activity introduces the terms optimistic and pessimistic
and gives the participants the opportunity to experience the effects of a positive outlook
firsthand.

e Hold up a half-filled glass of water and ask the class to split into two groups based on
whether they believe the glass to be half full or half empty.

e Explain that this metaphor is often used to describe whether you have an Optimistic or
Pessimistic outlook on life. Label the team that chose half full as “Team Optimism” and
those who chose half empty as “Team Pessimism.”

o Teacher Tip: the teams do not need to be equal, but if the numbers are drastically
uneven, you can rearrange the groups so that they are closer in number.

¢ Inform the two teams that they will be competing in a relay race. Have the two teams line
up single file on one side of the room. Place an empty glass in front of each team and
place a bucket of water on the opposite side of the room. When the race begins the first
member of each team will walk quickly to the bucket of water, fill up their sponge with
water and then return to wring the water out into their team’s glass before passing the
sponge onto the next teammate in line. The first team to fill their glass with water wins!

e During the race “Team Optimistic” must cheer their teammates on using positive phrases
such as: “You can do it,” “We believe in you,” “You’re doing great!”

e “Team Pessimistic” is not allowed to cheer on their teammates and can only use negative
phrases such as: “You need to do better,” “We’re going to lose,” or “You’re moving too
slow.”

* Next empty the glasses and have the two teams repeat the race, only this time they should
switch whether they are Optimistic or Pessimistic.

e After the race finishes ask the students to reflect on the following questions:

What was it like to be on Team Optimistic? Team Pessimistic?
What did it feel like to be on a team that was cheering for you? Or not?

Do you think being optimistic or pessimistic had any affect on the outcome of the
race? What about the experience of the race?

Which experience was more fun?

How can having an Optimistic outlook help you overcome challenges?

£3.

Main Event

What would SpongeBob do? This activity introduces the main characters of SPONGEBOB
SQUAREPANTS the Broadway Musical while providing an opportunity for students to imagine
responding to scenarios from different points of view.

e Divide the class into groups of three and give each group a list of the following character
descriptions (Handout on p. 31-32):

o SpongeBob SquarePants: An optimistic, happy-go-lucky and extremely determined Sea
Sponge; he will often stop at nothing to accompilish a task.

Patrick Star: A pleasant but extremely lazy and dimwitted starfish; has a short memory
span and easily gives up when the going gets tough.

o Sandy Cheeks: An Intelligent, inventive, and egotistical squirrel; is very competitive and
gets upset when things don’t go her way.

o Eugene H. Krabs: A money-obsessed, selfish and greedy Crab; willing to go to great
lengths to get what he wants even at the expense of others.

o Squidward Tentacles: A pessimistic, arrogant, and bad tempered Octopus; has a
generally negative outlook on life and always assumes the worst.

o Sheldon Plankton: An insecure, bitter, and hate-filled plankton; a criminal mastermind
desperate to prove himself.

* Next assignh each group one or more of the following scenarios and ask them to imagine how
each character would respond:

o Oh no! You’ve been fired from your job. After putting in job applications at several other
places, you do not receive any calls for interviews.

o When auditioning for the School Musical, another student accidentally bumps into you
during the dance audition and makes you fall. Now that student has been cast and you
haven’t.

o After signing up for driving school, you realize it is much more difficult than you thought
it would be. You fail your driving test on the first try.

o You try out for the varsity sports team, but you don’t make the cut. Instead the coach
invites you to join the no-cut junior varsity team.

o You have been nominated for Class President, but the student running against you is
more popular and wins every year.

o You are applying to your dream school, but the guidance counselor tells you that your
grades aren’t going to be high enough to get accepted there.

e Ask students to record their responses on the handout.

* After each group has filled out their responses for each character, instruct them to read their
scenario and responses in a random order out loud to the rest of the class, but not to reveal the
character for which the response was written. Allow the class to guess the character for each
response and give the group 1 point for each correct guess. The group with the most correct
guesses wins!

e Ask the class to reflect on the following questions:

o Which characters would you consider to have been most “successful” in these scenarios
and why? Least successful?

o Is there anything that surprised you about the other groups’ responses?

o How do you think you would respond in these situations? Would your response be
similar to any of the characters?

o What role does having a positive outlook have in helping you to achieve your goals?

el
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Assessment Strategies:

TOOLS FOR TEACHERS ﬁ;;;

1.

During small group time, teacher will observe each group and note which groups engaged* :
in thoughtful discussion; which students effectively participated as well as collaborateq with
their group members. R ) b 2 "
Teacher will observe students’ participation in large group discussion and note which -s_tudénts A pa
demonstrate understanding of the vocabulary as well as the concepts being discussed.

Teacher will collect the written responses from each of the students to be assessed for : «.~

student’s ability to articulate connections between the in-class activity and student’s own 1} '
personal research. . -. TRt

National Learning Standards:

Common Core State Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACYW.6-8.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Common Core State Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been addressed._

Common Core State Standards (CCSS).ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for

multiple avenues of exploration. : b oY
L]

o

« The National Standards for Arts Education Theater - Standard 1.8

Develop a character by articulating the character’s inner thoughts, objectives, and motivatio.ns
in a drama/theatre work.

.+ The National Standards for Arts Education Theater - Standard 4.9 \ L AR
Shape character choices using given circumstances in a drama/theatre work. !

« The National Standards for Arts Education Theater - Standard 6.8

Comparing, connecting, and incorporating art forms by analyzing methods of presentation

and audience response for theatre and other art forms e %



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
http://www.educationworld.com/standards/national/arts/theatre/5_8.shtml#na-t.5-8.6
http://www.educationworld.com/standards/national/arts/theatre/5_8.shtml#na-t.5-8.6

FOR TEACHERS: Post-Show Lesson

A 60-min. lesson designed to provide participants with an opportunity to reflect on the
themes and events of SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS after viewing the musical.

Suitable for 6-12t" grade students
Materials Needed:

e 8 pieces of poster paper
e Markers

Get it started:

Model SEA-tizins! The warm-up activity gets students to brainstorm the qualities of a good
citizen in a fun and interactive “Alphabet Relay.”

Teacher Tip: To prepare for this warm-up activity write the question, “What are the qualities of a
good citizen?” at the top of two pieces of poster paper. Then write the letters A-Z in large letters
vertically down the side of the paper, leaving room to write after each letter. Now you’re ready to

play!
e Divide the class into 2 teams.
¢ Ask each of the teams to stand in a single file line facing one of the A-Z poster papers.

¢ Give the first team member in line a marker and explain that when the racebegins they
will walk quickly to the poster and write one word starting with the letter A, as an answer
to the prompt question, “What are the qualities of a good citizen?”. That player will then
go to the back of the line, and the next player on their team will go to the poster, write an
answer that starts with B, and so on until all the letters have been completed

¢ The team members must write the answers in alpha order (A-Z).

e The goal is to be the first team to complete reponses for all 26 letters (in alphabetical
order).

* Tell students to cheer on their teams, and that if they finish first, they should cheer on the
opposing team!

o After the relay, each team will select a team member to share their answers with the class.
¢ Remember to applaud each team’s hard work!

¢ After the relay, reflect on the following questions:
o What qualities stood out to you?
o What qualities surprised you?
o What qualities did you see repeated?
o What qualities were left off the lists?

o Do you feel that these lists are representative of good citizenship in times of peace?
Crisis?

o What qualities might change in times of crisis?

o Can you identify any of these qualities in the characters of SPONGEBOB
SQUAREPANTS during their time of crisis?

o Did those qualities empower the characters or cause them more problems?

27.

Main Event

Mayday! Mayday! Bikini Bottom in Distress! This ‘Role on the Wall’ activity offers students the
opportunity to explore and reflect on the actions and reactions of the characters in SPONGEBOB
SQUAREPANTS during a time of crisis.

* Divide the class into 6 groups and assigh each group one of the following
characters:

o SpongeBob

o Sandy

o Patrick

o Mr. Krabs
o Mayor

o The Sardines
* Give each group 1 large piece of poster paper and a marker.
* Explain that each group must draw a large outline of their character on the paper.

e On the INSIDE of the outline, the group will write all of that character’s inner
reactions, feelings, thoughts, fears, etc. during the time of crisis in Bikini Bottom.

e Allow the group to brainstorm these inner feelings for 5-10 minutes, then move on
to the next step below.

e On the OUTSIDE of the outline, the group will write the outer responses and actions
that characters take during the time of crisis in Bikini Bottom.

* After all groups have completed their characters, hang them up in the classroom.
* Allow the class to go on a “Gallery Walk” to view each other’s characters.

o After the “Gallery Walk,” gather together as a class and reflect on the following
questions:

o Did you see any character’s actions or reactions that surprised you?

o Did you see any characters actions or reactions that seemed to be in conflict
with one another?

o Did you see any characters who may have felt one way inside, but acted very
differently on the outside?

o Which characters did you see whose actions and reactions were consistent?

o Which characters did you see who went to extreme measures during the time
of crisis? What drove those characters to do that?

o Why do you think people take extreme measures during times of crisis?
o Do extreme measures help or hurt their community?

o Did any of the characters overcome their inner thoughts, feelings, and make
brave choices? How did those choices affect the community?

o How did the community come together during their time of crisis?

£B.






TOOLS FOR TEACHERS

Assessment Strategies:

1.

4.
ra

The teacher will observe participation in group activities, noting which groups and students
participated fully throughout the activity.

The teacher will observe students’ collaboration skills during small and large group activities,
noting if they made active and thoughtful contributions to the group.

The teacher will observe for understanding of plot, themes, and characters from
“SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS: The Broadway Musical.”

The teacher will assess the students’ created posters.

The teacher will observe participation in the reflection discussions.

National 'Learning Standards:

1.

Common Core State Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Common Core State Standards (CCSS).ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
‘multiple avenues of exploration.

Common Core State Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

The National Standards for Arts Education Theater - Standard 1.8
Develop a character by articulating the character’s inner thoughts, objectives, and motivations
in a drama/theatre work.

" The National Standards for Arts Education Theater - Standard 4.9

Shape character choices using given circumstances in a drama/theatre work.

The National Standards for Arts Education Theater - Standard 6.8
Comparing, connecting, and incorporating art forms by analyzing methods of presentation
and audience response for theatre and other art forms.

Describe your BEST DAY EVER!

WHERE WERE Y0U? WHO WERE ¥OU WITH?
WHATDID YOU DO?




Group Name(s): : Pl VAN

WHATWOULD SPONGEBOBDO? =~ .

For the following scenarios, imadine how each of the characters below would respdhd:

t

Oh no! You’ve been fired from your job. After putting in job applications at several other places you do not
receive any calls for interviews.

When auditioning for the school musical, another student accidentally bumps into you during the dance €
audition and makes you fall. Now that student has been cast and you haven’t.

After signing up for driving school, you realize it is much more difficult than you.thought it would be. You fa|I
your driving test on the first try.

You try out for the varsity sports team, but you don’t make the cut. Instead the coach invites you to join the =
no-cut junior varsity team.

i
You have been nominated for Class President, but the student running against you is more popular and wins
every year.

You are applying to your dream school, but the guidance counselor tells you that your grades aren’t gol_ng to
be high enough to get accepted there.

g ) SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS:
An optimistic, happy-go-lucky and extremely determined sea sponge;
he will often stop at nothing to accomplish a task.
\ y,
[ )\ PATRICK STAR:
A pleasant but extremely lazy and dimwitted starfish; has a short memory :
span and easily gives up when the going gets tough. afk
. J r
@ ) SANDY CHEEKS:
An Intelligent, inventive, and egotistical squirrel; is very competitive and *
gets upset when things don’t go her way.
\. /

33.

SQUIDWARD TENTACLES:

A pessimistic, arrogant, and bad tempered octopus; has a generally
negative outlook on life and always assumes the worst.

'EUGENEH. KRABS:

A money-obsessed, selfish and greedy crab; willing to go to great lengths
to get what he wants even at the expense of others.

SHELDON PLANKTON:

An insecure, bitter, and hate-filled plankton; A criminal mastermind
desperate to prove himself.
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